
From:  
Sent: 29 December 2020 17:20 
To: Charles Judson <Charles.Judson@broadland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Planning Application 20200847 (Land West of Broomhill Lane, Reepham) 

 

Dear Mr Judson, 

 

I write further to my letter dated 19/05/2020 in relation to the above planning application 

(attached again for ease of reference). One of the matters that I raised in my letter related to 

the potential impacts of the proposal on nearby protected sites of national and international 

Nature Conservation Importance (Booton Common Site of Special Scientific Interest, 

Whitwell Common SSSI and the Norfolk Valley Fens Special Area of Conservation). 

 

In its consultation response dated 13/05/2020, Natural England raised similar concerns and 

stated that further information was required to determine impacts on these designated sites. 

However, in the list of documents relating to the application, I cannot see that this 

information has been provided. I would be grateful if you could confirm whether the 

additional information that was requested by Natural England has been provided and if so, 

make it and any further correspondence with Natural England on this matter available 

through Broadland's planning portal for the case. 

 

I would reiterate that under Article 6(3) of the EC Habitats Directive (Council Directive 

92/43/EEC), Broadland Council as the competent authority is required to carry out a ‘test of 

likely significant effect’ (LSE) of the potential effects of the proposal on the integrity of the 

Norfolk Valley Fens SAC Natura site. In addition, Broadland Council has a statutory duty 

(under Section 28G of the Wildlife and Countryside Act in England) not only to avoid 
damage to SSSIs but to further their conservation and enhancement. In addition, 
there is protection at the National Policy level for SSSIs. This legislation and policy 
mean that planning permission cannot be granted for this development unless 
appropriate and robust evidence has been provided to demonstrate that it will not 
damage the SSSIs or the SAC.  
 

As such, I would be grateful if you could confirm that a full and robust assessment of 
the effects of the proposed development on the SSSIs and SAC has been or will be 
carried out prior to the determination of the application by the Planning Committee. I 
would be grateful if you could provide a copy of any assessments and supporting 
evidence. 
 

My letter dated 19/05/2020 highlighted a number of other issues concerning the proposal, 
many of which were raised by other consultees. I cannot see that any of these 
comments have been addressed, nor that the information or clarification 
legitimately requested has been provided. Please could you let me know when the proposal 

is expected to be considered by the Planning Committee and confirm 

that, should the Committee be minded to approve the proposal, a full and robust 

account will support the decision on how each of the issues raised has been 
addressed? 
 

Kind regards, 
 

mailto:Charles.Judson@broadland.gov.uk

